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NEW HORI ZONS
Teaser
FADE | N:
I NT. LUXURY CONDO. BEDROOM (LOS ANGELES, CA) - LATE AT NI GHT

ALEXANDRA (ALEX) FORRESTER, 40, attractive, fit, out-spoken
pessim stic-type, waps her fraternal twin sister’s birthday
present-- one half of a heart-shaped silver charmthat hangs
froma silver chain-- in it’s acconpanying signature
Tiffany’s box happily.

The trendy decorated bedroom shows al nbost no signs of a
coupl e except for the fact that two designer “H s and Her’s”
suitcases are laid out on the bed. Only the “Her’s” one

| ooks packed and ready to go.

Her handsone, arrogant, artsy-type husband, JULIUS LA VEEN,
45, | ooks sonber as he enters the room

ALEX
(excited)
Thank God-- | thought | was going
to have to ask the plane to stop
and pick you up on the way.

She points to the enpty “H s” suitcase as she packs the gift
and a couple of last mnute things into her carry-on tote bag
wi t hout noticing his nood.

ALEX
Pack your London Fog-- the weat her
channel indicated only a ten
percent chance of rain back East--
whi ch of course neans it will rain
all weekend | ong- -

JULI US
I’ mnot going.

She stops short, shocked.

ALEX
VWhat ?

JULI US
| can’t.

She’ s obviously upset, but also doesn’t | ook surprised.



ALEX
(annoyed)
What should | say this tine? |
al ready used the “he just got
another big filmjob” excuse at
Christmas-- and even ny famly
knows it’s practically inpossible
to have luck like that strike tw ce
in one year in this business. So
what can | possibly say to them as
an excuse for why you can’t make ne
and ny sister’s fortieth birthday
party which you ve only known about
for say-- the last five years ny
parents have been planning it?!

JULI US
Do you renenber the night we shared
our life lists?

This takes her conpletely off guard.

ALEX
VWhat ?
JULI US
Qur “life lists--" we went over

them on our first date

ALEX
(now conf used)
Yeah-- | renenber, why bring this

up Now- -
He takes out a fol ded-up piece of paper fromhis wallet,

opens it, and shows her a nowfaded, witten-out list of 40
t hi ngs he wants to do before he s 40.

JULI US
I still want to do nunber four.

He points to it on the |ist.

It READS: 4. FALL IN LOVE. Hi s wedding band shines on his
finger right next to where he's pointing.

Al ex is speechless and conpletely taken back as she sits down
on the bed, still confused.

ALEX
Aren't we still in |Iove?



JULI US
No, at least, I'"'mnot, and | don’t
know if | ever was-- | just wanted

to do nunber twelve when we net.

Al ex | ooks down at the paper and READS: 12. GET MARRI ED
BEFORE TURNI NG 40.

JULI US
I was thirty-nine, and we got al ong
so great at first that | thought
that woul d be enough for nme and it
woul d maybe even eventually turn
into | ove--

She | ooks at himw th tears in her eyes.

ALEX
But it didn't.

He shakes his head no sadly, then perks up as he continues
expl ai ni ng.

JULI US
But since now they' re saying fifty
is the newforty it’s |ike now we
have an extra whol e decade so |

think I still have tinme to find ny
one true love-- if | start right
NOW.

ALEX

Have you al ready?

He knows he can’t hide it fromher any longer. His |ook of
guilt tells her he definitely has been with soneone el se
al ready-- whether it was “true | ove” or not.

Alex turns away as the realization of this sinks in...

ALEX
Oh ny Cod. ..

He takes out a folder froma |lawer’s office fromhis trendy
man- bag wor kcase and shows her the | egal papers fromit.

She feels as if this nust be a dream..

JULI US
|"ve already filed the paperwork
for | egal separation, and don’t
worry-- | plan to give you half of
everyt hing w thout protest.

( MORE)



JULI US(cont ' d)

And since we never had kids or any
pets there really isn’t nuch el se
to decide. | just want our divorce
to be quick and am cabl e, Alex.

ALEX
(sarcastically)
Geat... then apparently it will be

just like our marriage.
She grabs the papers and throws theminto her tote bag

wi t hout even | ooking at them- or him- again as she grabs
her suitcase and | eaves.

FADE OUT:
END OF TEASER




ACT ONE
I NT. FARVHOUSE, KITCHEN ( MAI DSTONE, VT.) - NEXT MORNI NG

CHRI STINE (CHRIS) WLKINS, 40, a pretty, fit, sentinental
optim stic-type, conmes downstairs and is shocked-- but
delighted-- to see the nodern, country-styled kitchen
conpletely decorated like a bad promw th ball oons,
streaners, and a large sign telling all she’s now the
“BIG 4-0.7

Her youngest child, BAILEY WLKINS, 8, a cute, energetic,
over - achi ever and academcally gifted-type, junmps out from
behi nd a doorway dramatically.

BAI LEY
(yells)
SURPRI SE!

CHRI S
Thank you Bailey, though isn't it a
little early? I"'mstill only thirty-
ni ne.

BAI LEY

Yeah, but only for two nore days!
And then Gram and Ganp are
throwi ng you and Aunt Alex a party
you bot h al ready know about on your
real birthday-- so | wanted to give
you a surprise one just for you so
you’ d have sonething special to
remenber about this mlestone.

CHRI S
M | est one?

BAI LEY
That’ s what G eat- G anddad cal |l ed
it when | asked himto help ne
count out enough candl es.

She | eads her towards the table where a stack of at |east ten
Egg-o waffl es have been nuked and are ready for consunption.
40 candl es stick out fromthe tops and all sides of them

Chris | ooks taken back by how many candl es there are. Bailey
reaches for a lighter

BAI LEY
Should I light themall now?

Chris takes the lighter from her hand.



CHRI' S
No, | think I get the point--
where’s your brother?

BAI LEY
Feedi ng t he horses.

Wt hout asking Chris yells up the stairway in the usua
ritual.

CHRI S
(yell's)

MANDY! ~ HURRY UP-- THE “BUS’ IS
LEAVI NG | N LESS THAN FI FTEEN

M NUTES!

Just then MARK WLKINS, 16, an attractive, very athletic,
har d- wor ki ng, qui et observer-type, enters through the nudroom
and takes off his boots, changing into sneakers.

The famly's faithful sable and white collie, LADY, follows
his every step

Chri s approaches him

CHRI' S
(to Mark, whispers playfully)
Did you have anything to do with
this?

She refers to the streaners and sign.

MARK
(pl ays back)
I mght have partaked in sonme of
t he vadal i sm

She | ooks towards the nmudroom door expectantly.

CHRI' S
Isn’t your father coming in?

MARK
He and his truck were already gone
when | got up, so he nust have had
somewhere to be pretty early today.

Chris | ooks surprised, then suddenly notices a folder with a
note attached to it on her nessy desk in the corner of the
kitchen. She seens suspicious, but tries to hide it fromthe
kids as she grabs it while going up the nearby stairs to wake
up Mandy.



Mark notices her concern with the fol der, but doesn’'t seemto
want to nmake a big deal out of it in front of Bailey.

I NT. HALLWAY, COUTSI DE MANDY’ S ROOM
Chris knocks on the closed door |oudly.

CHRI' S
(yells sternly)
MANDY! COVE ON-- you can’t be late
again this year!

A GROAN of teenage angst is heard in response, but the sound
is enough for Chris to know she’s heard her.

She goes into a spare
GUEST BEDROOM NEXT DOOR

Chris opens the folded note and reads the first line: "I HOPE
YOU CAN FORG VE ME, BABY..."

Wthout reading the rest she opens the folder and finds a
foreclosure notice for the farmfromthe bank. She's shocked- -

Then AVANDA ( MANDY) W LKINS, 13, an average-| ooki ng, awkward
outsi der and loner-type, enters, startling her even nore.
She wears her dyed, dark-purple hair in a very strange style
al rost |ike a pony-tailed no-hock-- which is obviously new
even to Chris.

Chris tries to hide the folder’s contents from Mandy’'s vi ew,
t hough Mandy-- being a self-absorbed teen anyway-- takes her
startled reaction as a response only about her hair. She
seens braced for a lecture.

MANDY
What? You want nme to go change it?

Chris knows this is not a battle worth fighting at the
noment .

CHRI S
No, it looks... “fine.” Cone on or
we'll be | ate.

Chris puts the folder on the nightstand and they head down
the stairs.

CUT TGO



I NT. 747 Al RPLANE

Alex sits in business class beside two enpty seats. She’s one
of the only passengers awake as the sun shines brightly

t hrough the w ndow beside her. In fact, it |ooks |ike she
never even slept at all as she glances at the closest enpty
seat next to her both longingly and sadly.

She takes out the | egal papers fromher tote bag and | ooks at
themas if to make sure they are what Julius had said they
wer e.

READS: LEGAL SEPARATI ON NOTI CE TO TERM NATE MARRI AGE BETWEEN
ALEXANDRA FORRESTER AND JULI US LA VEEN.

“1 RRECONCI LABLE DI FFERENCES” is checked in the box as to why.
Now it hits Alex its for real-- it really is what he neant...
A zeal ous MALE FLI GHT ATTENDENT, 20’s, approaches her.
MALE FLI GHT ATTENDENT
Wul d you |ike anything special to
drink this norning, na’ an?
ALEX
(with definite innuendo)
Oh, yes... and a lot of it.
CUT TO
I NT. VERMONT BANK, PAUL’S OFFI CE - LATER

A now very concerned Chris holds the folder as she talks to a
heavy-set, well dressed, male banker, PAUL (nicknaned

“TUCKER’) TUCK, 45, who she obviously knows well, in his
smal |, private, nodest office.
CHRI' S
Cone on Tucker-- | know you know
how t hi s happened!
PAUL

It’s “Paul” in here Christine, and
I"msorry, but | promsed Toml’'d
let himtell you.

CHRI S
Then tell nme where he is so | can
ask hinm

Paul | ooks taken back by her comrent.



PAUL
He' s gone?

CHRI' S
VWl |l he’'s not at hone, so | thought
maybe he got up early to go have
breakfast with you at the diner

PAUL
No, it was ny turn to carpool

CHRI S
Then where is he?

Suddenly a FEMALE VO CE cones on over the speaker phone next
to him

FEMALE VO CE (CARRIE, V.Q)
(upset)
Tell her Tucker!

Paul now | ooks upset as he yells towards the phone.

PAUL
Carrie! Are you listening in on ne
agai n?

CARR E (V.Q)
Well how can | not if you just
“happen” to be left on intercon?

Paul hits a button on the phone to take themoff of intercom
just as CARRIE WNDER, 38, a plain, pudgy, gossipy, busy-body
teller, enters the office.

Chris | ooks nore concerned about finding out nore information
t han upset over this invasion of privacy.

CARRI E
(to Paul)
If you know where he is then tel
her, Tucker-- | nean, “Paul.” She

deserves to know the truth after
all this tine.

CHRI S
After all what tinme?

Carrie | ooks at Paul alnost threateningly. Paul and Carrie
both realize she doesn’'t have a clue as to what’'s been going
on. Paul feels bad, both for her and for ratting out his
best friend, Tom ..



END OF SAMPLE PAGES
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