THE BARD

by
Melissa Pilgrim

Melissa Pilgrim
Your Wi tingMiuse. com
m pil gri m@ourwitingnmuse.com



FADE | N:
EXT. SECLUDED DI RT ROAD - LATE AT NI GHT

A small FIGURE draped in a black, tattered cloak LI MPS al ong
t he edge of the woods on a seemingly deserted dirt road with
the aid of a large, noldy branch being used as a wal ki ng

sti ck.

The chilly October wind SWRLS dry, DEAD LEAVES all around
himas wetter ones stick to the ground below in scattered
puddl es of nuddy, nurky water.

Suddenly bright HEADLI GHTS are seen as a VERMONT DAl RY TRUCK
rounds a corner in a fork in the road up ahead.

I NT. DELI VERY TRUCK

A scruffy male driver, DARYL (40s), talks to his bitchy
M STRESS on his cell phone.

M STRESS (O V.)
(upset)
Do you even want to see nme tonight?

DARYL
(into cell phone)
O course! But can | help it if
they wanted ne to nake a delivery
all the way to east bumfuck?

The shinny gold wedding ring on his finger rubs agai nst
the top of the steering wheel as he steers onto the
strai ght - anay.

The little figure on the side of the road is barely visible
anongst the darkness.

M STRESS (O V.)
Wll if you' re not here soon you'l
never nake another stop anywhere
near ny house ever again!
This gets his attention. He SPEEDS up.

Suddenly the small figure STEPS QUT into the m ddl e of the
road, STARTLI NG Daryl .

He SWERVES the truck to try to avoid hitting him
EXT. SECLUDED DI RT ROAD, DELI VERY TRUCK

The front tires HT a large pile of WET LEAVES and the truck
LOSES CONTROL.



It TUMBLES OVER- -

SPI RALI NG down a STEEP EMBANKMENT into a heavily wooded area
until it finally

SLAMS into a TREE--
BREAKI NG Daryl's NECK on | MPACT and catchi ng FI RE

M STRESS (O V.)
Oh ny God-- what's happeni ng?
Daryl ? Daryl!

ONSTAR (O V.)
We have detected a problemw th the
vehicle... W' re notifying
emer gency Ccrews now. . .

M STRESS (O V.)
(screans)
DARYLLL!

The truck BLOAS UP.
EXT. SECLUDED DI RT RQAD

The figure is now on the other side, seem ngly unaware of the
weck it just caused as it LIMPS towards the fork up ahead.

CUT TGO
EXT. VERMONT COLLECGE TOWN, FRAT ROW - MOMENTS LATER

Further away in the next small, picturesque New Engl and
college town a “Night of the Living Dead-thenmed” party is
RAG NG at the biggest Colonial-styled house on frat row for
Hal | oween.

I NT. FRATERNI TY HOUSE

Lots of drunk, horny COLLEGE KIDS dressed as zonbies, Goth's,
mumm es, and skel etons are seen.

The frat is decorated |ike a |large graveyard with life-size
dead bodi es, skeletons, and ice-packed coffins full of kegs
scattered about.

VWAYNE ST. FRANCI S (20), the “stud” of the crowd even dressed
as a corpse, approaches FRATERNI TY BROTHER #1 (20) dressed as
a skel eton.

VWAYNE
Hey-- have you seen Josh yet?



FRATERNI TY BROTHER #1
No, but if he's going to try to top
the entrance he nmade the last tine
he visited, then |'"'msure | wll.

Wayne | ooks worried about that possibility.

ALI CIl A DAWSON (19), a real beauty in her vanpirish black
l'ipstick, stands nearby, overhearing.

In a playfully drunken state she caresses Wayne's chest with
her long black fingernails seductively from behind himas she
puts her lips next to his ear.

ALI CI A
(whi spers)
I know what we could do to keep
your mnd off waiting...

She bites his neck gently with her fake fangs.
He tries to resist her, but he's pretty wasted too.
VWAYNE

Alicia-- are you sure you want to
go down this road agai n?

ALI CI A
(whi spers)
What? Don't think you can handl e
it?
WAYNE

| can if you can...

She sucks on a spot on his neck that is obviously his
weakness-- a fact she seens to know wel |l -- which al so nmakes
her answer a clearly denonstrated "yes, | can.”

If they both weren't drunk this all probably woul dn't be
happeni ng, but now only hornones are naking their
deci sions. ..

His finally give in and he KI SSES her passionately, then
pul I s back, |ooking for a place to go for sonme privacy. And
by the ook on Alicia's face this is exactly what she wanted
to have happen as well...

He | eads her to a large storage closet off of the main room
where the party is going in FULL SW NG



STORAGE CLOSET
They step inside and start to TEAR OFF each other’s costunes
as they lay down in a decorated coffin in |leu of a bed.

CUT TO
EXT. SECLUDED DI RT ROAD - MOVENTS LATER
Further back on the straight-away in the opposite direction
that the truck canme a beat-up, 1989 O dsnobil e SPEEDS al ong
as we hear two of it's inhabitants ARGU NG

CARRIE (O S.)
Do you even know how to get there?

JOSH (O S.)
(sarcastically)
Sure-- it's either to the left or
the right when we get to the fork

up ahead.
I NT. OLDSMOBI LE
Now see FIVE H GH SCHOOL SENI ORS dressed up |ike CGoth's.

CARRI E WRI GHT (17), one of the two pretty females sitting in
t he back seat, is the only one who isn't currently LAUGH NG
and drinking al cohol. She's the nost sober-|ooking one of the
two girls-- and she definitely makes the best-1ooking Goth
out of all of them

She | ooks concerned as she watches the cute, cocky driver,
JOSH ST. FRANCI S (18) place his opened beer bottle between
his | egs as he drives.

CARRI E
(to Josh)
Are you sure you should be driving
if you' re gonna start drinking now?

JOSH
(sarcastically)
["mdriving? | thought it was

Garrett's turn--

He pretends to pass the wheel to GARRETT MLLS (18), an
aver age | ooki ng academ c-type, sitting shotgun beside himand
t he car | NSTANTLY VEERS OFF the road--

STRAI GHT towards the SAME EMBANKMENT the delivery truck went
over MOMVENTS BEFORE



They all | ook SCARED as Josh qui ckly STRAI GHTENS THE WHEEL
and GAINS CONTROL-- but not before spilling sone of his beer
on his pants.

Agai n, everyone but Carrie LAUGHS.

JOSH
(to Carrie)
Relax-- it’'s only ny first
one- -

Suddenly LOUD SIRENS from the enmergency crews are HEARD
APPROACHI NG i n the DI STANCE-- but they can't tell from where.

Now t hey all | ook concerned.
The figure and the fork gets closer.

Carrie is the only one to seemngly notice the figure on her
side of the road.

CARRI E

(yells)
Josh-- watch out!

JOSH
(annoyed)
I hear them

CARRI E
No- - THAT!

She points toward the figure, but just as the others start to
| ook to where she's referring to the figure DI SAPPEARS into
t he woods and they don't see anything.

JOSH
VWhat ?

CARRI E
There was soneone there-- on the
side of the road--
(conf used)
You didn't see 'un?

JOSH
(sarcastically)
And how many have you had?

CARRI E
I know soneone was t here!



CHRIS WLLIAMS (18), an attractive jock-type sitting between
her and the other pretty femal e cheerl eader-type, M CHELLE
MOSS (17), teases her as he takes a swing froman already
nostly-enpty bottle of vodka.

CHRI S
Maybe it was a ghost-- after all,
it is Halloween!

GARRETT
(teases)
Maybe it will reappear for you at
the “night of the |iving dead”

party.

The SIRENS get |ouder, but they still can't tell where
they're comng from

Josh | ooks nervous as he tries to hide his beer under the
seat .

JCOSH
If we make it therel

Just then the BRI GHT LI GHTS fromthe energency vehicles
APPEAR on the left hand side of the fork in the road now
DI RECTLY in FRONT of them

Thei r BRI GHTNESS al nost BLINDS Josh as he tries to stay on
t he road- -

He makes a SHARP TURN to the RI GHT--
JUST BARELY M SSI NG t he chance to be seen by them
Whew - that was CLOSE!
CUT TO
I NT. STORAGE CLOSET - A SHORT TI ME LATER
Wayne and Alicia have just finished. And for a brief nonment
afterwards they lay together like a couple in |love, both
| ooki ng very content.

Alicia suddenly realizes they're in a coffin.

ALI Cl A
VWw, this is a first...

WAYNE
And we t hought we'd never be able
to say that again.



As soon as the words cone out of his nouth it seens sonething
about the nmenory of everything about their past now rushes
back to him and it's not all pleasant-- for himanyway.

Suddenly there's a | oud CRASH heard from out si de.

WAYNE
VWhat the--?

He noves off of her, fast, and uses this as his excuse to
pull on his pants and shirt quickly as he | eaves.

Alicia tries not to | ook disappointed, even though she is.
FRATERNI TY PARTY ROOM

As people RUSH to | ook out the w ndow toward where the crash
came Fraternity Brother #1 approaches Wayne.

FRATERNI TY BROTHER #1
I think your brother's here..

CUT TO
EXT. FRATERNI TY HOUSE, PARKI NG LOT - MOMENTS LATER

The A dsnobil e has side-sw ped two other vehicles in the
parking | ot before comng to a halt. So this is why the car
is so beat-up

The ki ds stunble out of the car, unhurt.

Carrie and Mchelle | ook mad, but Garrett and Chris think
it's hysterical. They high-five each other |ike they just
got off a daring ride at a thenme park, then pass the bottle
of vodka to Josh, who i mediately takes a few sw ngs.

GARRETT
Man! That was better than the
"Hurricane" at Six Flags!

Carrie hits Josh, hard.

CARRI E
| told you to sl ow down!

JOSH
| did!
(adds sarcastically)
After | hit the first one.

Wayne approaches, upset.



VWAYNE
You' re gonna have to pay for both
of those to get fixed!

JOSH
(to Chris and Garrett)
See? | told you we needed to cone

up with a nore unique greeting to
associ ate with Hall oween. .

(to Wayne)
But | don't think that one's ever
going to catch on, bro... it's too

specific just to ne.

When Wayne gets closer he can snell the beer all over his
pants.

VWAYNE
Jesus-- you drove like that?
JOSH
(annoyed)

You' re sounding nore and nore |ike
Mom every day.

VWAYNE
That's because you're acting nore
and nore |ike Dad!

This obviously hits a nerve, for both of them

JOSH
Then the real party nust just be
getting started!

He finishes the bottle of vodka and then starts to wal k
towards the frat house, but Wayne stops him

WAYNE
Chnoit's not, it's over. You've
all had enough. Cone on.

He notions for themto follow himin the opposite direction.
They don't.

JOSH
But | prom sed ny friends a good
time tonight!

WAYNE
And you delivered because at | east
you're all still alive!



He continues wal king. The others follow, reluctantly.
CUT TO
EXT. FURTHER AVWAY, NEAR THE WOODS ON THE QUTSKI RTS OF TOMN

The figure fromearlier cones out of the woods, LIMPING al ong
with the use of his stick.

CAMPUS FOOTPATH, NEAR WOODS

Alicia tries to walk straight as she w pes away tears from
her now make-up sneared face. It’s obvious she couldn’t
handl e what took place between her and Wayne before, even if
she thought she coul d.

The wi nd PI CKS UP.

She wraps her black cape around herself to keep warm now
| ooking eerily simlar to the black-clad figure.

She suddenly realizes she's approaching a SECLUDED part of
t he MOSTLY WOODED AREA and there's no one el se around.

She wal ks on, cautiously...

THUMP- - rustle, rustle-- THUW!

She stops-- what was that? She listens...
THUMP- - rustle, rustle-- THUW!

It sounds |ike sonething is being H T agai nst the ground,
t hen DRAGCGED, then gets THUWMPED down again. .

It's com ng sonmewhere to the right of her, but she can't tell
exactly where in her drunken state. She only sees blurry

i mages of darkness around her.

Suddenly the sound STOPS.

She waits, listening. Nothing.

Was she just imagining it...?

She wal ks on.

The THUWP is SUDDENLY heard again... this time, CLOSER

She stops again. The sound al so stops.

She HURRIES on, truly afraid now -



10.

She has to get back to the dorm - FAST!
FURTHER AVWAY ON CAMPUS FOOTPATH
Wayne and the others wal k along in a somewhat drunken-stupor.

Josh and his friends do not seem happy that they m ssed out
on going to the party.

JOSH
Wiy even be in a fraternity if
you're gonna live all the way
across canpus from where the action
in the house always is?

VAYNE
If I lived in all that “action” |
woul dn't have nmde dean's list the
| ast three semesters-- and | al so
woul dn't have had coed showers.

This perks all three boy's ears up.

JOSH
Coed?

Carrie and Mchelle | ook annoyed with their fixated interest.

Suddenly Carrie sees soneone in a dark cloak wal ki ng al one up
ahead-- but wait-- is it the figure or Alicia?

CARRI E
Hey-- that's the person | saw
earlier on the side of the road!
The others | ook to where she's pointing and see it too.

She hits Josh.

CARRI E

And you just thought | was drunk!
JOSH

You are-- but let's still go say hi

to your new little friend!
He runs ahead before Wayne can stop him

WAYNE
JOSH!

As Josh gets CLOSER the person seens to SENSE soneone is
FOLLOW NG t hem and QUI CKENS t heir pace



11.

Josh runs FASTER and FASTER until he's RI GHT ON--
Their HEELS!
He REACHES QUT and GRABS t hem -

CAUSI NG t he person to SWNG around towards him as they |et
out a DEAFENI NG SCREAM

It's a very scared ALICI A-- who now al so STARTLES Josh when
he sees her FANGS and SMEARED bl ack and white nmake-up. She's
not exactly | ooking her best anynore...

Wayne recognizes who it is and runs up to them

He pushes Josh away from her.

WAYNE
What are doing-- scaring her |ike
t hat ?
JOSH
Her? She's the one wearing fangs!
ALI CI A
(trying to act fine in front
of Wayne)
So this is the one you were waiting
for, 1 assune?
WAYNE
Yeah... ny infanous little brother,
Josh.
JOSH
(flattered)
I nf anous?
Alicia smles.
ALI CI A

Nice to net you
(she |1 ooks at Wayne flirtatiously
as she adds...)
And thanks for being so late
t oni ght .

Josh | ooks confused as to what she nmeans by this, but before
he can ask anything nore Wayne interjects.

VWAYNE
W' re headi ng back to the dorm now.



12.

ALI Cl A
Me too.

She's glad to join their group now- and be with Wayne.
FURTHER AWAY UP THE PATH
The figure draped in black sits down under a | arge OAK TREE

The wi nd picks up, BLONNG the tattered fabric of his cloak
back just enough to reveal TWO DI SFI GURED HANDS as t hey
LI GHT UP a wel | -worn pi pe.

The figure SMOKES it, then begins CHANTING in a m xture of
ANCI ENT LANGUAGES.

THE FI GURE
(chants)
"Conf essi onem esse veram non
factam vi tornentorum
apaur usheya. .. Confessioneum.."

The group of drunken kids approach, curious--

VWhat is this...?

JOSH
Hey, | bet what he's snoking isn't
legal-- and for the right price

sonme could have our nane on it!

He starts to walk toward him This tine Wayne has tine to
stop him

VWAYNE
Oh no you don't-- you've already
done enough illegal activities for
one night--

GARRETT

What ' s he sayi ng?
They all try to listen closely.

THE FI GURE
(chants)
"Conf essi onem esse veram non
factam vi tornentorum
apaur usheya. .. Confessioneum.."

M CHELLE
Sounds | i ke gi bberi sh.



13.

ALI Cl A
I think it's Sanskrit...

CARRI E
M xed with Latin.

They all give her a surprised | ook.
VWAYNE
(i npressed)
Somebody nust have done well on her
S.ATs.
He starts to approach him sl owy.

Alicia stops him

ALI CI A
Do you think it's smart to disturb
hinf | nean, what if he has a gun?
WAYNE

I don't think someone who snokes
pot and quotes Latin and Sanskrit

t oget her woul d be the type to own a
gun. .

He continues to approach

They all follow slowy behind Wayne as they SNEAK UP on the
CHANTI NG fi gure.

It appears to be in a TRANCE and doesn't notice them
appr oachi ng.

THE FI GURE
(chants | oudly)
"Conf essi onem esse veram non
factam vi tornentorum
apaur usheya. .. Confessi oneum-"

Suddenly it LEAPS FORWARD on the | ast WORD -
CAUSI NG the cloak to FALL OFF it's FACE, REVEALING A--

END OF SAMPLE PACES



